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OIE SYSEYTY

Article 10.4.4,

Country, zone or compartment free from infection with high pathogenicity avian influenza viruses in poultry

A country, zone or compartment may be considered free from infection with high pathogenicity avian influenza viruses

in pouliry when:

1) it has been shown that infection with high pathogenicity avian influenza viruses in pouffry has not been present in
the country, zone or compartment for the past 12 months, although its status with respect to low pathogenicity avian
influenza viruses may be unknowr; ar

2) when, based on surveillance in accordance with Arlicles 10.4.27. to 10.4.33., it does not meet the critetia for
freedom from avian influenza but any virus detected has not been identified as high pathogenicity avian influenza
virus.,

The surveillance may need to be adapted fo parts of the country or existing zores or compariments depending on
historical or geographica! factors, industry structure, population data, or proximity to recent outbreaks.

if infection has occurred in pouftiy in a previously free country, zone or compartment, the free stafus can be regained
three months after a stamping-out policy (including disinfection of all affected establishments) is applied, providing that
surveiliance in accordance with Articles 10.4.27. to 10.4.33. has been carried out during that three-month period.

STAMPING-OUT POLICY
means a policy desighed to eliminate an outbreak by carrying out under the authority of the Veterinary Authority
the following:

a) the killing of the animals which are affected and those suspected of being affected in the herd and, where
appropriate, those in other herds which have been exposed to infecfion by direct animal to animal contact, or
by Indirect contact with the causal pathogen; this includes all susceptible animals, vaccinated or
unvaccinated, oninfected establishments; animals should be killed in accerdance with Chapter 7.6.;

b) the destruction of their carcasses by rendering, burning or burial, or by any other method described in
Chapter 4.12;

¢) the cleansing and disinfection of establishments through procedures defined in Chapter 4.13.
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